Guam Public Library System (GPLS)
2017 Summer Reading Program
Participants registered with the Guam Public Library System’s reading program may have been on summer
vacation, but that did not stop them from reading over 2,069 books with the Library’s “Build a Better World”
Summer Reading Program.
As a member of the Collaborative Summer Library Program (CSLP), they provide GPLS with the necessary
tools to offer a high-quality summer library program.
The Summer Reading Program (SRP) is during the summer months for children 0-17 years of age. The
Library’s goal was for participants to collectively read a total of 10,000 books over the summer. For many
families, the library is the only community space available during the summer months where they can access
free educational and cultural enrichment activities and programs.
Early registration began on May 1st and the deadline to register was on June 10, 2017. The kick-off for the
event was on Saturday, June 3rd at the Hagatna Branch location. The program period was from June 5th thru
July 15, 2017.
Requirements of the program for participants, was they must be registered members of the library, track the
number of books read, and the number of visits to the library.
The 2017 Program Manual from CSLP assisted us in the planning process. The kit contained a program
planning guide of sample solicitation letters, calendars, registration forms, certificates, press releases, PSAs and
activities.
GPLS collaborated with the Department of Agriculture and UnderWater World, focusing on the theme. The
Department of Agriculture’s mission is to “protect, and manage the fish and wildlife resources of Guam.”
Weekly activities and presentations held by their conservation Officers consisted of planting, slide-show
presentations, and talking about aquatic and wildlife. Participants even got treated to a visit from Smokey the
Bear. On the last day of the Summer Program, a field trip was arranged to visit Underwater World. UnderWater
World is one of the longest tunnel –aquariums in the world that features a variety of live sharks, turtles and
many large sea animals. They also provide free presentations regarding marine life and environmental issues on
Guam.
At the end of the six week program, a wrap-up party was held on July 22, 2017. All participants were awarded
for the most books read and the most library visits from donations that we received from our Community Based
Organizations (CBOs). Companies such as the Bank of Guam, Cold Stone Cremery, Burger King, California
Pizza Kitchen, IHOP, just to name a few. The end of the event concluded with light refreshments for all.
The Summer Reading Program ended on a good note. It was very successful this year as we got to see how so
many children were enthusiastic about reading.

