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know
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O
n

June
15,

2012,
A

cting
G

overnor
R

ay
T

enorio
signed

Public
L

aw
31-217,

w
hich

rem
oved

m
any

prohibitions
against

political
activity

form
erly

in
place

for
m

ost
governm

ent
of

G
uam

em
ployees.

Public
L

aw
31-217

also
created

tw
o

groups
of

em
ployees

—
a

less
restricted

group
and

a
m

ore
restricted

group.

1.
W

ho
is

covered?

In
general,

em
ployees

in
the

E
xecutive

B
ranch

of
the

governm
ent

of
G

uam
,

including
autonom

ous
and

sem
i

autonom
ous

and
agencies,

or
in

the
Judicial

B
ranch,

and
w

hether
in

the
classified

or
unclassified

service
are

subject
to

political
activity

restrictions.

“E
m

ployees”
includes

a
person

on
adm

inistrative,
annual,

or
sick

leave
unless

such
person

has
resigned

and
has

received
a

lum
p-sum

paym
ent

for
such

leave.
It

includes
persons

not
providing

professional
services

for
a

specific
fee

w
ho

are
hired

on
a

tem
porary,

part-tim
e,

em
ergency

or
casual

basis.

2.
W

ho
is

not
covered?

A
few

exceptions
are

m
ade,

including
the

follow
ing:

—
A

person
holding

elective
office;

-
A

special
or

S
taff

A
ssistant

to
the

G
overnor;

A
person

appointed
by

the
G

overnor
w

ith
the

consentof
the

L
egislature;

A
person

retained
from

tim
e

to
tim

e
to

perform
professional

or
special

services
for

a
specific

fee;
and

A
person

w
orking

on
a

casual
basis

on
the

days
he

perform
s

no
services.

T
H

IN
G

S
T

O
R

E
M

E
M

B
E

R
:

•
A

lthough
as

a
less

restricted
em

ployee
you

m
ay

now
actively

cam
paign

in
partisan

elections,
you

should
never

do
so

w
hile

w
earing

a
governm

ent
of

G
uam

uniform
or

official
insignia.

•
N

ever
use

your
official

title
or

position
w

hile
engaged

in
political

activity.
•

N
ever

invite
subordinate

em
ployees

to
political

events.

lv
ery

o
n
e

is
covered

under
4

G
.C

.A
.

§5106

E
veryone,

w
hether

or
not

an
em

ployee
of

the
governm

ent
of

G
uam

,
is

prohibited
from

any
form

of
solicitation

for
any

political
purpose,

in
any

governm
ent

of
G

uam
room

or
building,

w
hether

it
is

w
ithin

the
E

xecutive,
L

egislative,
or

Judicial
B

ranch.

N
O

T
E

:
A

ny
person

w
ho

violates
this

section
w

ould
be

guilty
of

a
m

isdem
eanor.

See
4

G
.C

.A
.

§5106

Political
activity

is
governed

by
4

G
.C

.A
.§

5101
et

seq.
T

hese
statutes

are
com

m
only

know
n

as
the

“M
ini-H

atch
A

ct.”
Y

ou
can

access
the

law
in

full
at

w
ebsite

of
the

C
om

piler
of

L
aw

s
at

httpfw
w

w
.guarncourts.org/C

om
pi1erofL

a
w

s/index.htm
l.

3,
W

hat
if

I
w

ant
to

rep
o
rt

a
violation?

P
ursuant

to
4

G
.C

.A
.

§
5105,

the
C

ivil
S

ervice
C

om
m

ission
is

em
pow

ered
to

undertake
investigations

of
reports

o
f

violations
of

the
M

ini-H
atch

A
ct.

Y
ou

can
subm

it
a

com
plaint

by
m

aking
a

w
ritten

report
to

the
C

ivil
Service

C
om

m
ission

at
its

office
in

Sinajana
or

by
faxing

its
office

at
(671)

647-1867.

4.
W

hat
are

the
penalties

fo
r

violating
the

M
ini-H

atch
A

ct?

T
he

consequences
of

violating
the

prohibitions
against

political
activity

are
serious.

P
enalties

range
from

suspension
w

ithout
pay

to
rem

oval
from

your
governm

ent position.

5.
W

ho
is

included
in

the
m

ore
restricted

group?

E
m

ployees
of:

•
the

G
uam

E
lection

C
om

m
ission;

•
the

C
ivil

Service
C

om
m

ission;
•

the
O

ffice
of

Public
A

ccountability
•

the
C

rim
inal

Investigation
U

nit
of

the
T

ax
E

nforcem
ent

D
ivision

of
the

D
epartm

ent
of

R
evenue

and
T

axation;
•

the
P

rosecution
D

ivision
of

the
O

ffice
of

the
A

ttorney
G

eneral;
•

A
N

D
any

sw
orn

police
officer.



A
ll

other
governm

ent
of

G
uam

em
ployees

are
part

of
the

less
restricted

group.

6.
A

s
a

governm
ent

of
G

uam
em

ployee,
w

hat
can

I
do?

A
ll

governm
ent

of
G

uam
em

ployees,
w

hether
m

ore
or

less
restricted,

do
any

and
all

of
the

follow
ing:

•
R

egister
to

vote
and

vote
as

they
choose

•
C

ontribute
m

oney
to

political
cam

paigns,
political

parties,
or

partisan
political

groups
•

A
ttend

political
fundraising

functions
•

A
ttend

political
rallies

and
m

eetings
•

Join
political

clubs
or

parties
•

Sign
nom

inating
petitions

•
E

xpress
opinions

about
candidates

and
issues

7.
I’m

a
less

restricted
em

ployee,
is

there
anything

else
I

can
do?

In
addition

to
the

activities
listed

above,
less

restricted
em

ployees
m

ay
also

do
any

of
the

follow
ing:

•
A

ssistin
voter

registration
drives

•
H

old
office

in
political

clubs
or

parties
•

C
am

paign
for

or
against

candidates
in

partisan
elections

•
M

ake
cam

paign
speeches

for
candidates

in
partisan

elections
•

D
istribute

cam
paign

literature
in

partisan
elections

•
V

olunteer
to

w
ork

on
a

partisan
political

cam
paign.

8.
A

s
a

governm
ent

of
G

uam
em

ployee,
w

hat
am

I
p
ro

h
ib

ited
from

doing?

A
ll

governm
ent

of
G

uam
em

ployees,
w

hether
m

ore
or

less
restricted,

is
prohibited

from
doing

any
of

the
follow

ing:

•
O

rganize
a

fundraising
activity

of
a

political
party,

partisan
political

organization
or

candidate
•

Invite
others

to
a

partisan
political

fundraiser
•

C
ollect

contributions
or

sell
tickets

to
partisan

political
fundraising

functions
•

U
se

their
official

titles
or

positions
w

hile
engaged

in
political

activity
•

E
ngage

in
political

activity
w

hile
on

duty,
in

any
governm

ent
of

G
uam

room
or

building
(w

hether
ow

ned
or

leased
by

the
governm

ent
of

G
uam

),
w

hile
w

earing
a

governm
ent

of
G

uam
uniform

or
official

insignia,
or

w
hile

using
any

vehicle
ow

ned
or

leased
by

the
governm

ent
of

G
uam

.

9.
I’m

a
m

ore
restricted

em
ployee,

w
hat

sort
of

acth’ities
are

prohibited?

M
ore

restricted
em

ployees
are

not
perm

itted
to

take
an

active
part

in
a

partisan
political

cam
paign

or
in

partisan
political

m
anagem

ent.
F

or
exam

ple:

•
M

ay
not

cam
paign

for
a

particular
candidate

or
slate

of
candidates

o
M

ay
not

m
ake

cam
paign

speeches
for

or
against

a
particular

candidate
or

slate
of

candidates
•

M
ay

not
distribute

cam
paign

m
aterial

in
partisan

elections
•

M
ay

not
circulate

nom
inating

petitions
•

M
ay

not
hold

office
in

political
clubs

or
parties

•
m

ay
not

assist
in

partisan
voter

registration
drives

10.
W

hat
does

“partisan”
m

ean
anyw

ay?

A
n

activity
is

partisan
if

it
involves

political
parties.

11.
W

hat
is

a
political

party?

T
he

term
“political

party”
m

eans
a

national
political

party,
a

territorial
political

party
and

an
affiliated

organization.
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